By international standards, bastardy was a relatively common occurrence in Taiwan during the Japanese colonial period (Shorter, Knodel, and van de Walle, 1971) , and on certain smaller areas for longer periods of time (e.g., Laslett, 1977:102-159 Wolf, 1975; Wolf and Huang, 1980:251-260 ).
There are a number of levels at which the phenomenon of bastardy can be analyzed. One can study its prevalence, its social and economic context, its meaning for the parents or for the bastards themselves, or its prevalence as perceived by the local people and the meanings which they attach to it. Anthropologists of China have tended to concentrate on the latter two as-'See, for example, Levy, 1968:337; or Yang, 1968: 118-121 . Illegitimacy on mainland China was generally ascribed to the penetration of urban or "modern" influences into the traditional family system.
There appear to be three major reasons for this portrayal of Chinese bastardy. First Barclay, 1954a:216-237 Freedman, 1970:194-195 Freedman, 1966:59-67) . From Barclay's work and my own investigation of the conditions of the marriage market in colonial Taiwan (see Barrett, 1978b) , arguments that divorced or widowed women resorted to bastardy as a means of old-age security because they were unable to find husbands are not supported by fact. 3-13; Chen, 1975:391-416; and Barrett, 1978a:68-88 Chen, 1975 Gallin, 1966: 212), there is no question that a contractual relationship has been undertaken, and that the contract has a legal status (see Okamatsu, 1971:appendi~, v-x Gallin, 1966:209 shows the stability of these social patterns over the fifteen-year period (see Table 3 ).
As in previous analyses of Taiwanese fertility (e.g., Barclay, 1954a: Knodel and Hochstadt, 1976:28 Barclay, 1954a:231-233 Barclay, 1954a: 246). But Barrett, 1978a: 227-273. 9 The recent collections of studies in the volumes edited by Lee (1977) and Tilly (1978) provide many (Wolf, 1975:102 Table   9 ). Barclay, 1954a; Kerr, 1974; and Chen, 1955a, 1955b Freedman et al., 1974 . For data on the legal status of abortion in the Japanese and post-war periods, see Cernada, 1975. 
